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How to... make the most
of open-plan living

Ros Wilson of Roselind Wilson Design in London offers her top
tips and advice for designing open-plan spaces

he term open-plan living conjures
up thoughts of space, light and
a glorious expansive feeling that
presents endless possibilities. But
open-plan doesn’'t always translate into
a homely or inviting space and furniture
pieces can often seem out of place orisolated
within the room.

A tew considerations can help tum a large,
D pace into a \.ﬂ,E"rCOmII\(_.] and chic area
for '\ﬂfrlrurlu =}

Plan the space
Consider how Ilu, design of the space can attain
a relaxed, so setting, while at the same time
meeting vour clients’ er—‘u‘lr requirements for the
room. For instance, in a Belsize Park residential
project that we did in London (pictured), our client
wanted to adapt the existing reception room of
their period property into a large kitchen and dining
area that would meet their requirements for cooking
and dining, yet still allow the space to feel like a
room where they could entertain guests, and not
necessarily like a kitchen

In this case, a large, modular kitchen island felt
more like freestanding fumiture and banquette
sealing positioned in the large bay window area
allowed the free flow of cooking, while chatting and
dining in this social entertaining space,

Usmg distinct Ievels

and that extend across the full width of the room to
wash light through,

Separate the open-plan kitchen with an island or
counter that not only partitions the space, but stands
outasafocal ;\rnﬂl Keep appliances minimal in order
torealise a holistic approach to the uninterrupted flow
of space,

Bedroom privacy

I's not only open-plan entertaining spaces
need pariitioning. In a bedroom, a dres
secluded desk area can be separated by a divider that
can perform the double function of a headboard or
simply a discreet screen that reflects light and creates
a warm ambience in the area beyond.

s that might .
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and a more siruciured look, a chic option is to specify
curtains that can be drawn across the room to divide
the area. Many of our clients love this idea, which allows
them to partition the space so that a chef can prepare
dinner in one area, while they entertain in a more intimate
dining space on the cther side of the curtain,

A glass sliding door is ancther option that will divide
the area without losing that feeling of space. Interior
sliding doors are perfect for sectioning off living areas,
with countless options to choose from. Far a modem
fealure, choose a door that emulates Crittall windows
with metal frames.

The most important aspect of designing an open-
plan kitchen and Iiving space, whether embracing
the space in its entirety or partit ioning it off to create
smaller areas within it, is to make it so that it meets
the exact needs of your clients and their family. B
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It’s your responsibility
as a designer

to incorporate
solutions that will

enable your clients
to keep an open-
plan space elegan
uncluttered and
ready for effortless
entertaining




